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 INCLUDED PARTS FOR THE Z-START PERCH ADJUSTER 

 

     Item Part #       Item Part # 

Ã Lock Nut 
Ã Barrel Adjuster 
Ã Light Spring 
Ã Heavy Spring 

 

181-089  Ã Threaded Sleeve 
Ã Inner Sleeve 
Ã Dust Bootie 

181-088 
181-087  181-090 
442-408  419-905 
442-409   
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 BASIC Z-START PERCH ADJUSTER OPERATION 

 

IMPORTANT: The z-Start Perch Adjuster does not adjust clutch cable slack, it only 
adjusts the engagement of the z-Start Clutch. Cable slack adjustment is done with the stock 
cable slack adjusters. 

 
The z-Start Perch Adjuster applies an adjustable opposing spring force through the clutch cable 
to adjust the engagement of the z-Start Clutch. The softer spring will enable the clutch to engage 
lower in the RPM range. The stiffer spring will enable the clutch to engage higher in the RPM 
range. The z-Start Perch adjuster houses a spring. The more the spring is compressed (i.e., more 
threads showing), the more delay there will be in clutch engagement (i.e. more clutch slip). 
Conversely, the less the spring is compressed (i.e., fewer threads showing), the quicker the 
clutch will engage. 
 
 
 
 

Installation Tips 
 

 Adjusting and maintaining the proper 
cable slack is critical.  If there is not 
enough cable slack, the clutch will slip 
excessively and cause rapid clutch wear.  
If there is too much cable slack, the z-
Start Clutch will drag and cause engine 
stall. 

 

 A properly maintained clutch cable 
increases the adjustability and 
performance of the z-Start. A cable that 
is dirty or bound up can cause the clutch 
to slip excessively. Rekluse 
recommends lubricating the cable with a 
dry lubricant like graphite or Teflon. 

 The clutch cable casing must be free 
to slide at least 1 inch (2cm) towards the 
clutch perch. If clutch cable casing 
cannot move freely, check the cable 
routing and remove the clutch cable from 
any cable ties or frame hooks that are 
preventing free travel. 

 

 ATVs or Motorcycles with handlebar 
risers, tall handlebars, trail computers, 
steering stabilizers, etc. may require a 
longer clutch cable to ensure proper 
performance. Contact Rekluse to order 
longer clutch cables. 

 
 

NOTE: Some models require a special Rekluse clutch cable. Contact Rekluse to order clutch 
cables for the following machines: 
 

 2006-2007 YZ450F (part # 450-914) 

 2006-2007 YZ250F (part # 450-912) 

 2005-2007 WR450 (part # 450-911) 

 All KX250F/RMZ250 (part # 450-913) 

 All KX450F (part # 450-915) 

 All KX65/RM65 (part # 450-917) 
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 BIKE PREPARATION 
 

1. z-Start Pro customers only:  
Remove the 1.5-inch (C150) Spring 
from inside the clutch.  Be sure to 
leave the throw-out spacer and Lever 
Return Spring Carrier in place on top 
of the throw-out 

 
2. Disconnect the clutch cable from the 

clutch lever and perch.  Ensure the 
cable is free of excess drag by 
manually pushing and pulling the 
cable end in and out while holding the 
clutch cable casing.  If the cable has 
friction, lubricate it with a dry lubricant 
like graphite or Teflon. Replace cable 
if necessary. 

 
3. Grab the clutch cable casing above 

the handlebars and pull the clutch 
cable casing towards the perch.  You 
need to have at least 1ò (2cm) of travel 
in both directions.  If the clutch cable 
casing does not slide freely remove it 
from any cable ties that are preventing 
it from doing so. 

4. Modify the stock perch adjuster dust 
bootie/cover so that the Threaded 
Sleeve of the z-Start Perch Adjuster 
can locate into the stock perch 
adjuster.  The idea is to trim the stock 
cover so it will support the Threaded 
Sleeve when the Threaded Sleeve is 
pushed into the stock cover.  See 
following pictures.  

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: The stock perch adjuster dust bootie may differ from the examples shown above. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trimming to increase opening 

of stock perch cover. 

Checking fit of Threaded Sleeve 

inside of stock perch cover. 
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 INSTALLING PERCH ADJUSTER 

 
5. Slide the Rekluse Dust Bootie over the 

lever end of the cable and over the cable 
casing so it is 2 inches (4-cm) from the 
end of the clutch cable casing.  See 
following picture. 

6. Slide the Inner Sleeve over the end of 
the clutch cable and over the cable 
casing so that the cable casing end is 
nested completely inside the Inner 
Sleeve.  See following picture. 

Note:  The cable sheath may need to be 

pulled back or modified and/or some light 
filing of the cable casing end may be required 
to allow the Inner Sleeve to slide all the way 
on. 

7. Slide the Threaded Sleeve over the end 
of the clutch cable and over the 
previously installed Inner Sleeve.  See 
following picture. 

 

8. Choosing a Spring:  

  The Light Spring allows quicker 
engagement and more adjustment for 
engagement settings close to engine 
idleðit is the recommended spring for 
trail riding.   

 

  The Heavy Spring gives slower 
engagement allowing more clutch slipð
it is the recommended spring for high 
engine RPM riding like motocross. 

 
9. Slide one of the included springs over the 

cable and down around the Threaded 
Sleeve.  See following picture. 

10. Slide the Barrel over the cable and other 
previously installed z-Start Perch 
Adjuster components.  Next, thread the 
Barrel onto the Threaded Sleeve so that 
3-4 threads are showing out the end of 
the Barrel.  See following pictures. 

 

 
 


